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President — Alice S. Tyler, "Western Reserve 
University Library School, Cleveland, O. 

First Vice-President — H. H. B. Meyer, Li- 
brary of Congress, Washington, D. C. 

Second Vice-President — Louise B. Krause, 
H. M. Byllesby & Co., Chicago, 111. 

Executive Board — The president, vice-presi- 
dents and Linda A. Eastman, Public Li- 
brary, Cleveland, O.; Adam Strohm, Pub- 
lic Library, Detroit, Mich.; J. C. Dana, 
Public Library, Newark, N. J.; Edith 
Tobitt, Public Library, Omaha, Neb.; 
George B. Utley, Newberry Library, Chi- 
cago, 111.; Azariah S. Root, Oberlin Col- 
lege Library, Oberlin, O. 

Secretary — Carl H. Milam, 78 E. Washing- 
ton St., Chicago. 

Treasurer — Edward D. Tweedell, The John 
Crerar Library, Chicago. 

Executive offices — 78 E. Washington St., 
Chicago. 



FEW A. L. A. conferences in recent 
years have offered more attractions 
then the Swampscott meeting in June. 

Several men and women of national 
prominence will be on the program, to 
talk about public questions of special in- 
terest to librarians. Some of America's 
foremost authors will be there to read 
from their works or to talk intimately 
about them. The points of local interest 
are unsurpassed anywhere in America. 

All the affiliated national organizations 
and some which are not affiliated, all the 
sections and some groups which are not 
sections, will hold meetings. 

Those who usually attend the national 
library meetings will not think of missing 
this one, and many who have not before 
attended such a meeting, or who attend 
infrequently, will be attracted to this con- 
ference. 



MANY library positions are filled as a 
result of meetings and recommenda- 
tions made at the annual conferences. 
Those persons who desire to take advan- 
tage of the A. L. A. Headquarters Employ- 
ment Service in securing librarians or as- 
sistants or in securing positions, are re- 
quested to notify A. L. A. Headquarters be- 
fore the time of the conference. The for- 
warding in advance of full information re- 
garding positions to be filled or a clear 
statement of the applicant's qualifications 
and the kind of position desired will 
greatly facilitate the handling of these 
matters at Swampscott. 

During the conference, the assistant 
secretary, Miss Bogle, will be glad to 
meet librarians and discuss their employ- 
ment needs. Definite hours for such meet- 
ings will be announced. 

PROMPTNESS in being present at the 
hour named for beginning the sessions 
of the coming Conference is of the utmost 
importance and will be of great assistance 
to the presiding officer. Every member 
can be of help in this simple matter and 
thus enable the programs to move prompt- 
ly and begin and end on time. At the 
business sessions it is essential that 
enough members meet promptly in order 
that necessary business can be cared for 
expeditiously; and courtesy certainly de- 
mands our presence when speakers are 
scheduled for a certain hour. 

THERE are now (April 30) 5,093 mem- 
bers of the A. L. A. 

On December 31, 1920, there were 4,464. 

This is a gain in four months of 629 
cr 14.1%. 

But there are hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands, of other persons — library workers 
and library trustees — who ought to be in- 
vited and urged to join the American Li- 
brary Association. Every member of the 
Association who is willing to assume, with 
the Membership Committee and the of- 
ficers, a part of the responsibility of ex- 
tending the membership is making a con- 
tribution to the library movement. 
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The Minneapolis Public Library now 
has a 100% A. L. A. membership, not 
counting the nonprofessional workers in 
the library. 

Pratt Institute Library School, Class 
1921, shows a 100% membership in 
the A. L. A. Unfortunately the full list 
of names was received too late for inclu- 
sion in the May Bulletin. 

With four exceptions the staff of the 
Omaha Public Library is 100% A. L. A. 
The exceptions are apprentices or other 
persons who have been in the library 
service less than one year. 

All the members of the Western Re- 
serve Library School class have joined 
the A. L. A. 

All the members of the senior class of 
the New York State Library School are 
members of the A. L. A. 

Pour trustees of the new public library 
at Roanoke, Virginia, have joined the A. 
L. A. 

Don't let your membership lapse. Mem- 
bers whose dues are in arrears after the 
annual conference must be dropped from 
the membership list. 

THE educational bill now before Con- 
gress (H. R. 7, the so-called Smith- 
Towner bill) deserves careful considera- 
tion by all librarians. It offers an opportun- 
ity to all those interested in library promo- 
tion and progress to consider the place of 
the library movement in national educa- 
tion. The time has come for us to decide 
what we think the government should do 
for the library as an educational agency. 
Should a Department of Education be 
created? If so, should there be a Bureau 
of Libraries in that department? Should 
libraries share in the provision made for 
"studies and investigations in the field of 
education?" Should libraries share in the 
proposed federal grants for extension (as 
provided for in section 9)? If a national 
Council of Education is created, should 
there be library representatives on it? 
For years the claim has been made that 



the public library is an integral part of 
public education. How should provision 
be made for Federal recognition of it? 

Although the educational bill is receiv- 
ing the careful attention of an active A. 
L. A. Committee on Federal and State Re- 
lations, and although the Association has 
by formal vote approved the bill in its 
original form, the questions involved are 
too far-reaching and too important to be 
neglected by any member of the library 
profession. 

Special attention is called to sections 3, 
4, 5, 9 and 17 of the bill in its present 
form. 

EVERY few days A. L. A. Headquarters 
receives a request for material for a 
magazine article on some phase of library 
work. 

To meet this demand our supply of pic- 
tures, "stories" and facts from libraries 
all over the country should be constantly 
renewed. Articles actually written or 
partly written are especially useful. 
There are never enough good pictures 
with action. 

Subjects of special interest now are: 
Salary schedules and compilations (not 
so much for publicity use as for use 
in correspondence.) 
County Libraries. 

Library buildings, plans and pictures. 
Samples of library publicity (especially 

publicity for support.) 
Children's work. 
Work with the foreign born. 

THE publication of "Plays for Chil- 
dren" by Miss Alice I. Hazeltine, has 
been delayed because of the critical illness 
and death of Miss Hazeltine's mother. It 
will probably be ready in May. For full an- 
nouncement, see the March Bulletin. 

The second title in the "Viewpoint Se- 
ries" is in the printers hands. It is 
"Viewpoints in Biography," by Katherine 
Tappert. Price 60 cents. 

A short Christmas list of books for 
Children by May Massee and Sarah C. N. 
Bogle is in preparation. Suggestions and 
suggestive lists will be welcomed. 
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FACTS FOR TRUSTEES 

THOSE interested in popular education 
look largely to library trustees to lead 
the way in the development of the library 
movement as distinct from library prac- 
tice. Trustees are interested, not in the 
library as a library, but in its results. 
Because they are not handicapped by 
familiarity with details of practice they 
have an opportunity to get and keep a 
vision which will be a constant challenge 
to library workers. 

They will be the first to recognize the 
need for compulsory library legislation, 
the first to dream of the possibility of 
state support on a large scale. They are 
the people who think in the biggest terms, 
whether it be of service or of funds. 

May we not expect of trustees who have 
accepted these large responsibilities a 
close and active affiliation with the na- 
tional and international library organiza- 
tion? May we not hope to draw from 
them and from their meetings at the na- 
tional conferences something which will 
lift these conferences above the common- 
place discussion of everyday library prac- 
tice? 

The A. L. A. has had for years the 
nucleus of a Trustees Section. Large num- 
bers and new enthusiasm can make of 
that Section an important agency in the 
promotion of education in America. 

It is to be hoped that this year's con- 
ference, held within easy reach of hun- 
dreds of library trustees, will be attended 
by a larger number than ever before. A 
note about the program of the Trustees 
Section will be found on page 9. 



THE salaries range from $12,500 to $2,- 
500 per year. The average salary is 
$6,647, the median salary $6,000, the most 
frequent salary $6,000. These are facts 
about salaries of 77 presidents and chan- 
cellors in universities and colleges which 
are maintained by states and municipal- 
ities. 
In 1916 95% of Milwaukee's grade 



teachers were paid less than $1,200. To- 
day 100% receive no less than $1,200 
and many receive $2,400. (Prom Milwau- 
kee Teachers' Salary Campaign.) 

Prom 1913-14 to 1919-20 salaries of 
school librarians including assistants have 
increased 47.8%, school nurses 54.3%. 
(from "Know and help your schools.") 

Teachers' salaries in American cities 
1914-20 showed an increase of 61%. 
(Strayer, American City, November, 
1920.) 

By the budget formally adopted by th« 
Detroit Board of Education, January 12, 
1920, the average increase for the entire 
group of teachers was 92.4%. (Detroit 
Educational Bulletin, No. 1, 1920.) 

The table below shows the amount 
given in 1920 by 11 representative states 
to public education. Do you know how 
much the same states give to public li- 
braries? 

Public school 
cost paid 

State by State 

New York $14,091,800 

Minnesota 6,073,063 

Iowa 411,500 

Missouri 2,887,622 

Wisconsin 3,853,817 

Pennsylvania 10,973,537 

New Jersey - 11,500,000 

California 8,973,127 

Massachusetts 4,070,000 

Ohio 2,761,106 

Texas 12,000,000 



The president has appointed Miss Kath- 
arine M. Wead, librarian of the Univer- 
sity of Nanking, as a member of the Sub- 
committee on library work in the Par East 
of the A. L. A. Committee on library 
co-operation with other countries. Miss 
Cornelia Marvin is chairman of the sub- 
committee, Miss Mary E. Ahern, chairman 
of the general committee. 



Any group of people interested in a spe- 
cial subject and desiring to hold a round 
table meeting should notify the secretary 
immediately so that a room may be as- 
signed and appropriate mention made in 
the program. 



